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Kupu Culinary Intern (Part-Time) 

Position Description 
 

Kupu is a 501c3 nonprofit organization which aims to empower youth to serve their communities 
through character building, service learning, and environmental stewardship. Kupu aims to train and 
equip young adults in Hawaii and throughout the Pacific Rim with work skills, life skills, and knowledge 
to help them become successful as individuals and as part of the greater community.  Kupu is staffed by 
people with a heart to better Hawaii while working as a team with a purpose of doing what is pono and 
doing what is best for Hawaii and its people. Kupu is a team-focused, vibrant, and synergistic 
organization whose culture is dynamic and seeks to make a larger impact on Hawaii.  
 
Kupu Mission 

“To empower youth to serve their communities through character-building, service-learning, and 
environmental stewardship opportunities that encourage integrity (pono) with God, self and others.” 

Kupu’s Program Goals 

• Provide training and education to Hawaii’s youth 

• Help to expose youth to the culinary industry with an environmental mindset 

• Assist community development through skills training, job and internship placement, and career 
pathway development 
 

The Kupu Culinary program equips under-resourced young adults on Oʻahu with the experiences, 
education, training, and support needed to become productive members of society with a heart to serve 
and positively impact the community around them.  Kupu Cuilnary provides training and support in the 
areas of team work and life skills, personal and cultural development, education, and job readiness.  

The Kupu Cuilnary Intern position is a part-time position based in Honolulu that includes, but is not 
limited to, the following duties:  
 
Primary Duties: 
 

 Under the general instruction of the Chef Instructor, performs general kitchen duties in the 
preparation, serving, and clean-up of meals 

 Ensures compliance with federal, state and local health and safety regulations 

 Operates and cleans a variety of specialized food service equipment, i.e. commercial ovens, 
meat slicers, commercial stoves 

 Cleans and inventories supplies such (i.e. food items, dishware) 
 
 
 



Secondary Duties: 
 

 Assists in the procurement of supplies for meals and kitchen 

 Serves food for programming and events when necessary 

 Delivers catered meals using company vehicles  

 Assists Chef Instructor in the delivery of program services for members 
 
Requirements: 

 Completed the Kupu Culinary Program or have similar experience 

 Knowledge of safety precautions common to the food service trade; knowledge in regard to 
hygiene and sanitary precautions comment to the food service trade 

 Able to read and understand instructions and recipes; ability to communicate both verbally and 
in writing 

 Oʻahu based, and willing to commute to various places on O’ahu for events/programming 

 Able to provide mentorship and guidance to Kupu Culinary members 

 A  team player who works well with others 

 Able to work in fast-paced, high-pressure environments 

 Able to conduct self in a professional manner 

 Available part-time Monday through Friday, as well as for possible weekends, evenings, and 
periodic neighbor island trips.  

 Must  meet Criminal History Background Check requirements 

 May be subject to tuberculosis clearance 

 Able and willing to drive for Kupu business and to meet driver’s abstract requirements 

 Legally authorized to work in the United States 
 
Physical Requirements - Due to the nature of this program, the physical demands described here are 
representative of those that must be met by an employee to successfully perform the essential 
functions of this job. Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to 
perform the essential functions. 

 Able to stand for long periods of time 

 Able to lift 30+ lbs, and operate basic kitchen equipment/tools 
 
 
Desirable Attributes: 

 Organized 

 Punctual 

 Engaged with the community 
 
Compensation: $12 per hour 
 
Kupu Culinary Intern Reports To: Kupu Culinary Chef Instructor  
 
To Apply: Apply online at https://www.hrsymphony.com/hrs/apply/998/Q6AR 
 
In accordance with Federal Law, Kupu is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, or disability. 
 


